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Sheep upon sheep. That’s the first impression if one turns left in 
Skipton into the Yorkshire Dales. Past the endless meadows with 
no end of those mobile balls of wool, through places with names 
like Rylstone, Cracoe and Threapland until, after nearly 14 kilo-
metres, you are forced to stop at the crossroads in Threshfield. 
If you drove straight on then, after Grassington, you would come 
upon a pretty place for a day trip very popular with tourists. But 
turning left in the direction of Kilnsey you are on the right road. 
Now it is only just two kilometres and you have reached the desti-
nation: at the caravan and holiday home park of Long Ashes.

Yorkshire pudding, which incidentally is not a sweet dessert but rather is served as accompaniment to roast meat dishes, as 
well as other specialities of the region are to be found in the Long Ashes Inn. Here, the pensioners living in the park are happy 
to meet especially at teatime with scones and cream to chat about one or two subjects – for example the pension policy in 
far-distant London.

Report & Photos:
Uwe S. Meschede



Yorkshire Dales is the name for the softly curv-
ing hillocks and valleys surrounding the caravan 
and holiday home park Long Ashes, which lies 
in northern England, some 70 km north of Leeds 
and not far from the historical locality of Grass-
ington. Particular characteristics: very green, 
very romantic – and a lot of sheep.



“People come from all over and 
England to inspect our wastewa-
ter treatment plant” recounts Dar-
ren Durkin, by trade universal crafts-
man, caretaker and general factotum 
in Long Ashes Park. And as an old 
hand he adds: “And in the meantime 
I already feel myself to be a prop-
er tourist guide.” No wonder: the 
news of the “super wastewater treat-
ment plant from Germany” as Darren 

calls it, due to the almost 250 cara-
van and holiday home owners, who 
come from all over England is multi-
plying and spreading rapidly over the 
whole kingdom. And because first-
class wastewater treatment is al-
so becoming ever more important in 
England, a reliable and future-orient-
ed system, which optimally treats the 
wastewater produced, is in the mean-
while also encountering keen interest 

here on the part of authorities, in-
dustry and commerce. Yet it is not so 
long ago that the plant was commis-
sioned….
“Previously” Darren suggests “We 
had only a completely normal activat-
ed sludge plant which a farmer from 
the neighbourhood built for us. How-
ever, once the park grew enormously 
within a very few years, it no longer 
was a solution – the old activated 

Gemütlich: Das Vielanker Brauhaus-Hotel, rund 200 Meter vom Brauhaus entfernt, bietet Übernachtungsgästen behaglich 
eingerichtete Zimmer mit Dusche/WC und Fernseher. Absolute Ruhe garantiert!

The sign-posting at the entrance to the park says straight away what is what and how to find the Long Ashes Leisure Club.



sludge process was totally overload-
ed and the values were catastroph-
ic. After all, we have in the meantime 
almost 130 holiday homes, 120 per-
manently sited caravans, a recreation 
centre with swimming pool, beauty 
salon and cafeteria as well as a prop-
er restaurant which also serves cus-
tomers from outside”. With this he 
pointed first to the Long Ashes Lei-
sure Club and then the tip of his in-
dex finger moved in the direction of 
the Long Ashes Inn restaurant. “In 
2004 we then started to look for a 
solution which not only took into ac-
count the present conditions and the 
optimum treatment of the enormous 
quantities of wastewater which we 
already have today, but is also capa-
ble of expansion in case we contin-
ue to grow in the same way,” Darren 
says, and moves off in the direction 
of the wastewater treatment plant.

It appears that the complete park 
is divided into different classes – 
from very inexpensive to very lav-
ish. On the right-hand side, above the 

park administration, the Leisure Club 
and the Long Ashes Inn, lies the area 
of the holiday homes. And even with-
in this zone it is again classified: at 
the bottom the simpler, small hous-
es with minute but well-kept front 
gardens and further up the opulent 
properties of the more well-to-do in-
habitants. On the other side, the car-
avan area, the same principle: above 
the luxury caravans, below the in-
expensive variants. Expressed in Eu-
ros upwards from ca. e 10,000 – for 
a second-hand caravan – everyone 
here can create his own small idyll. 
Naturally there are no limits set up-
wards.
The nearer one now gets to the small 
woods and the wastewater treat-
ment plant lying behind it the simpler 
are the Mobile Holiday Homes whose 
owners, however, cannot resist a cer-
tain irony with regard to their co-in-
habitants with the luxury abodes: 
names like “Hilton”, “White Palace” 
or “Bill Gates” are gentle sideswipes 
at the “high society” in the prestig-
ious quarter of the park.

Having arrived in the small woods 
Darren then points out the loose 
woodland soil: “The wastewater 
pipes from the complete park come 
together under the green area in front 
of the Leisure Club and the park ad-
ministration. From there the waste-
water then flows through a central 
pipe, through the woods up to the 
park’s own farmhouse in which the 
wastewater treatment plant is locat-
ed. Fortunately, the elevation there is 
so low that we do not need a pump-
ing station.” It is approximately 250 
metres as the crow flies from the Lei-
sure Club to the small woods and 
from there another good 100 metres 
up to the farmhouse. “Above all here 
in the woods, with the many trees 
growing close together and the thick 
roots, the excavations were back-
breaking work” Darren remarks and 
with this pulls a face drawn with pain.

Slowly the shrubbery of the woods 
becomes lighter, ever more light 
rays force their way through the thin 
branches of the pine trees and sud-

The club, in addition to a cafeteria, also offers a fitness room, a beauty salon and an indoor swimming pool.



denly one is again standing in the 
middle of the glaring sun – direct-
ly in front of the wastewater treat-
ment plant bedded in yellow grav-
el and surrounded by a high fence.. 
“Significantly bigger than expect-
ed” is the first thought with this ap-
pearance. Darren is prepared for this: 
“At that time we already built our old 
plant with a rather large volume”, he 
said, “Therefore, for the new plant 
we needed only a single new tank for 
the buffer”. Darren’s arms describe 
an enormous circle and the reso-
nant pride now gave his voice a some-
what schoolmasterly tone: “In total 
we now have approximately 315 cu-
bic metres tank volume. Of these, 35 
cubic metres go to the primary set-
tling stage, a further 35 cubic metres 
to the first buffer tank, 55 cubic me-
tres to the main buffer, 140 cubic me-
tres to the SBR tank and 40 metres to 
the tank for excess sludge. The clari-
fied water tank is additional to this.” 
Darren opens the fence gate which 
has a sign stating “No entrance!”, and 

points out the covers of the aeration 
tank. “Here is the large AQUA-system 
unit.” Darren opens one of the tank 
covers and points into the dark pit. 
“In winter most of the time very lit-
tle happens here as people stay where 
they are even on their free days. In 
summer, and above all at weekends, 
the park is always full to the brim – 
then we even have masses of camp-
ers with their tents here. The produc-
tion of wastewater is correspondingly 
variable – sometimes very little, some-
times a great deal. And you also still 
have to include the cafeteria, the res-
taurant and the spa area – through 
these there is additionally also a lot 
of grease in the wastewater. But now 
that’s no longer a problem – the large 
aerator makes sure that the complete 
wastewater is always optimally and 
thoroughly mixed and aerated and we 
continuously achieve these first-class 
values.” 

Darren closes the cover again, 
runs his eye once more speculative-

ly over the rest of the plant and fi-
nally moves off again in the direction 
of the fence gate. “With the many 
people who stay with us in the sum-
mer we are never absolutely certain. 
Therefore, we make sure that we al-
ways err on the side of safety and se-
cure everything doubled and trebled; 
we even keep the covers on the tanks 
locked – just in case someone gets 
the idea of climbing over the fence”. 
After he has secured the entrance to 
the plant with two oversized padlocks 
and straightened the “No entrance” 
sign, he continues: “With the calcula-
tion of the plant we then assumed a 
daily inflow of wastewater of on av-
erage 180 litres and an organic load 
of approximately 60 g/l per inhabit-
ant as well as an hourly quantity of 
wastewater of some 1/10th of the to-
tal daily volume. We told ourselves 
that we were thus, in any case, on 
the safe side.” Darren’s eyes began 
to light up. “From this there then re-
sulted this AQUAMAX® XXL plant for 
1,000 PT and the fantastic effluent 

Darren Durkin regularly monitors the AQUAMAX® XXL Plant for 1,000 PT and checks whether anybody from outside has 
entered the plant and opened the covers.



The Long Ashes project at a glance:
Owner	 Long Ashes Caravan Park GB – North Yorkshire

Project management and insatallation	 ATB Environmental (UK) Ltd.

Plant technology	 ATB Umwelttechnologien GmbH

Plant size	 AQUAMAX® XXL-1 - 1.000 PT

Costs of plant technology	 Ca. 65.000,- 

Commissioning	 March 2005

Required treatment performance	 BOD5 	 < 	 25 	 mg/l
	 Suspended Solids 	 < 	 45 	 mg/l

Effluent values	 BOD5 	 = 	 9,6 	mg/l
	 Suspended Solids 	 = 	 17 	 mg/l

Through the large volume of the aeration tank  the employment of the large 
aeration AQUASYSTEM offered itself. The photo shows the first test, following 
the installation with filled tank.

values, which we continuously meas-
ure here.” He adds laconically: “At the 
end of the day all these people don’t 
come here for nothing!”

Darren turns around and looks back 
at the hilly landscape, the soft green 
of the wide fields and the never end-
ing Yorkshire Dales in which he is at 
home. “Perhaps”, he says, wrapped 
in thought, “One day I will again turn 
from being the sought-after waste-
water treatment plant guide to be-
come a proper tourist guide in order 
to be able to show all these peo-
ple who come to us not only a per-
fect wastewater treatment plant with 
perfect effluent values but rather al-
so this perfect countryside.” In the 
background a sheep bleats quietly.
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A lot more examples of our industrial solutions with detailed facts, data and  
information are available for free in the download section of our website.

Load now directly from here the experience reports and industrial solutions you need:
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Ihr ATB-Einbaupartner

Für weitere Informationen steht Ihnen gern der 
ATB-Einbaupartner in Ihrer Nähe zur Verfügung.

ATB WATER GmbH
Südstraße 2
D-32457 Porta Westfalica
Telefon: +49 5731 30230-100
Telefax: +49 5731 30230-30
E-Mail: info@atbwater.com
Website: www.atbwater.com

facebook.com/ATBWATER

twitter.com/atbwater

linkedin.com/company/atbwater

ATB WATER GmbH

youtube.com/user/atbwasser

And a lot more examples of industrial solutions ...

Experience report
Fishing Industry

The paradise of Aschauteiche
Practised Ecology: A fish farming business in 

North Germany is a good example!

INDUSTRIALSOLUTIONS

As morning breaks and the sun is still hidden behind the bank of fog the fishermen 

from Aschauteiche are already on the move - by the breeding tanks, in the smoke-

house or with the small punt on the clean water of the wide fish ponds...

FUlly BiologicAl sBr smAll WAsTeWATer TreATmenT PlAnTs

mature technical solutions for the treatment of wastewater from single and multiple family houses

innovations for clean water

Practical Report
Bakery

They begin their work, 
when the others are sleeping

INDUSTRIALSOLUTIONS

One o’clock in the morning. The moon hangs high in the sky and one or two stars 

twinkle through the clouds. While at this time most people are sleeping blissfully, 

the last TV viewers are switching off their sets or those remaining from the evening 

before are wandering home tired through the darkness, a complete trade has al-

ready been on its feet for some time...

FUlly BiologicAl sBr smAll WAsTeWATer TreATmenT PlAnTs

mature technical solutions for the treatment of wastewater from single and multiple family houses

innovations for clean water

Practical Report
Butcher shop

Lusts of the flesh

INDUSTRIALSOLUTIONS

Through the intelligent combination of modern management and ecological think-

ing a provincial butchers shop has been turned into a much sought after domestic 

slaughterhouse. But managing the increased volume of wastewater is not always 

simple…

FUlly BiologicAl sBr smAll WAsTeWATer TreATmenT PlAnTs

mature technical solutions for the treatment of wastewater from single and multiple family houses

innovations for clean water

Practical Report
Beverage industries

The healing water  
of St. Leonhard

INDUSTRIALSOLUTIONS

After recovering from his serious illness a clever Bavarian declared: “This water 

has cured me“ and without hesitation purchased the source – with St. Leonhard’s 

water...

FUlly BiologicAl sBr smAll WAsTeWATer TreATmenT PlAnTs

mature technical solutions for the treatment of wastewater from single and multiple family houses

innovations for clean water

Practical Report
Camping site

The Campers 
true nature

INDUSTRIALSOLUTIONS

Every year the season for the friends of camping and nature starts anew on 1st 

April in the tiny locality of Habernis on the Flensburger Förde: Caravans are aired, 

awnings are scrubbed and folding chairs set up. And: The AQUAmax® XL is pre-

pared for a highly variable time.

FUlly BiologicAl sBr smAll WAsTeWATer TreATmenT PlAnTs

mature technical solutions for the treatment of wastewater from single and multiple family houses

innovations for clean water

Practical Report
Golf course

18 holes 
on lots of coal

INDUSTRIALSOLUTIONS

How the “Schwarze Heide” Golf Club under blue skies, above black mining gold 

and surrounded by - almost - untouched nature, treats its wastewater in an exem-

plary fashion...

FUlly BiologicAl sBr smAll WAsTeWATer TreATmenT PlAnTs

mature technical solutions for the treatment of wastewater from single and multiple family houses

innovations for clean water

Practical Report
Butchers operation

All about sausages ... 
or something else?

INDUSTRIALSOLUTIONS

A butchers operation in North Hessen produces not only meat and sausage prod-

ucts by the linear metre but also highly loaded wastewater. For Werner Sauer, 

owner of the traditional business, this is something about which one cannot care 

enough…

FUlly BiologicAl sBr smAll WAsTeWATer TreATmenT PlAnTs

mature technical solutions for the treatment of wastewater from single and multiple family houses

innovations for clean water

Practical Report
Pub Brewery

A heart for 
Hops and Malt

INDUSTRIALSOLUTIONS

How a small pub brewery mastered 

its wastewater production in a virtuoso way

FUlly BiologicAl sBr smAll WAsTeWATer TreATmenT PlAnTs

mature technical solutions for the treatment of wastewater from single and multiple family houses

innovations for clean water

ATB WATER GmbH
Südstraße 2
D-32457 Porta Westfalica
Telefon: +49 5731 30230-100
Telefax: +49 5731 30230-30
E-Mail:
Website:

ATB Water GmbH
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Ihr ATB-Einbaupartner

Für weitere Informationen steht Ihnen gern der 
ATB-Einbaupartner in Ihrer Nähe zur Verfügung.

ATB WATER GmbH
Südstraße 2
D-32457 Porta Westfalica
Telefon: +49 5731 30230-100
Telefax: +49 5731 30230-30
E-Mail: info@atbwater.com
Website: www.atbwater.com

facebook.com/ATBWATER

twitter.com/atbwater

linkedin.com/company/atbwater

ATB WATER GmbH

youtube.com/user/atbwasser

linkedin.com/company/atbwater
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Für weitere Informationen steht Ihnen gern der 
ATB-Einbaupartner in Ihrer Nähe zur Verfügung.

ATB WATER GmbH
Südstraße 2
D-32457 Porta Westfalica
Telefon: +49 5731 30230-100
Telefax: +49 5731 30230-30
E-Mail: info@atbwater.com
Website: www.atbwater.com

facebook.com/ATBWATER

twitter.com/atbwater

linkedin.com/company/atbwater

ATB WATER GmbH

youtube.com/user/atbwasser

Quick, directly & straightfor-
ward: Write your price offer 
easily on your own!
With the AQUAcalculatorPRO you are able to calculate your indi-
vidual, decentralized wastewater treatment plant for up to 100 
m2 per day - quickly and easily. Whether for the food or beverage 
industry, for tourism and gastronomy,  
municipalities or other applications: The  
AQUAcalculatorPRO is fast and reliable  
with individual SBR wastewater  
treatment plant calculations.

Begin
now:
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